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CLAUDIO DOBBS, 
CHAPTER I. 
The Dobb's and the Amateurs. 


Mr. Cravpio Doss married his cousin 
about the year of Victoria’s accession to 
the throne; and his fair bride Maria and he 
set up a shop in the neighbourhood of 
Tottenham-court road, for the sale of mu- 
sical instruments —for Dobbs was musical. 
In the same street also lived Ben Dobbs, 
their kinsman, who had stepped into the 
business of his guondam master, Mr. Salmon 
the cheesemonger, by marrying that gentle- 
man’s widow ; and after having been “a 
fast man,” Ben became a steady tradesman, 
whose eye was always turned to the main 
chance. 

The widow gave birth to a girl soon after 
her union with Ben, and prosperous and 
happy they seemed likely to be, whilst poor 
Claudio and Maria soon spent the little they 
possessed and found it impossible to keep 
house. Claudio thereupon became one of 
the fiddlers at Drury Lane and his wife 
took to dress making, by which means they 
contrived to earn a decent livelihood. 

Ben Dobbs and his partner being thrifty 
they let their attics to Claudio for six 
shillings a week, and comfortable enough 
they lived this way, seeing a good deal of 
society. Amongst others they were ac- 
quainted with two personages of a theatri- 
cal turn of mind—Rodergo Hicks and his 
friend Jeremiah King. Roderigo Hicks 
was a celebrated amateur, who at the time 
referred to was constantly performing in 
London, under various names. He was 
then not quite forty years of age, and was 





considered a handsome man. He was not 
a bad actor by any means, but somehow his 
merits attained no recognition, and he was 
convinced that the world was arrayed 
against him, envious of merit. 

Jeremiah King, being diminutive and 
very young, had never soared to the exalted 
walk of Stragedy, like his friend Hicks. 
He was studying under an eminent artist 
in hair, with the intention of operating on 
the ringlets of beauty, and of decorating 
pates with those ornaments of nature that 
were bald or grey; but of late a divine 
furor had seized on the great soul of. Jere- 
miah, and he hoped one day to emulate his 
illustrious friend Roderigo. 

So he had acted Osric once to the Hamlet 
of Mr. Hicks at a theatre devoted to 
amateurs; he had also performed with 
eclat, as Lorenzo in The Merchant of Venice 
when Hicks played Shylock with such 
unbounded applause ; and he was now pre-. 
paring for his great coup, he was actually 
bold enough to aspire to Iago, with 
Roderigo, Hicks for Othello !—Jeremiah 
was but eighteen, and his height was four 
feet ten exactly—without the high-heeled 
boots he wore to increase his statue—whilst 
Mr. Hicks was somewhat above the medium 
height, and was a strange contrast to that 
small hero with his face guiltless of a beard 
and a squeaking treble which he tried hard 
to tranform into a runt, that it might sound 
as deep as the grand and sonorous base of 
Roderigo Hicks, who was said to have a 
voice something like that of Mr. Archer. 

Claudio Dobbs, the theatre Royal Drury 
Lane being closed, was to lead the band at 
the theatre where Hicks and Jeremiah were 
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to perform, and those aspiring geniuses had 
prevailed on him to allow his wife to play 
Desdemona, having persuaded that lady she 
was an inspired actress equal to O’Neil. 

What,a wonderful preparation there was 
for that amateur affair! If the welfare of 
Europe had depended on his individual 
efforts, Jeremiah couldn’t have devoted 
more thought to what he was to do and how 
he was to look. 

The lad was by no means a fool, and 
really had a good idea of comedy. We 
recollect him at a subsequent period enacting 
the part of Launcelot Gobbo with a fair 
sense of humour ;—but Iago! It was the 
most curious exhibition, that performance, 
with the exception of Hicks’s . Othello. 
Iago and Desdemona ranted and screamed, 
and rushed about the stage in a frantic 
manner, amid the shouts of laughter which 
the indecorous assemblage, who composed 
the audience, did not scruple to indulge, to 
the infinite disgust of Claudio Dobbs as he 
sat in the orchestra, and the wonder and 
contempt of Jeremiah King. 

“It was too good for them sir,” he said 
after the tragedy of Hicks, “they couldn’t 
understand it.” ‘‘ Very likely not” res- 
ponded the great tragedian drily. ‘“ My 
dear fellow you mustn’t exert your lungs 
somuch, In these days we like the dis- 
cretion which is the better part of valor on 
the stage. And don’t jump as if you were 
a Merry Andrew and play Scaramouch so 
much.” Jeremiah quitted Roderigo with 
a lugubrious aspect, quite chapfallen, but 
his ardour was only damped for a time, and 
soon revived. He resolved to cut hair- 
cutting—he was determined to cut a figure 
in the world, and by diligent study to attain 
a position equal at least to that of Kean. 

Why shouldn’t he ?—Alas O Jeremiah! 
you were not the first and only youth with 
these exalted aspirations—you were not the 
sole amateur who had the ambition to be- 
come the Roscius of the age and finally 
sank to be the second comedian at a minor 
theatre with a salary of thirty shillings a 
week ! 


METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 


ST, JAMES’S THEATRE. 
The extraordinary Bateman children con- 
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excite mingled surprise and delight. Upon 
the whole, we are inclined to think they 
appear to greater advantage in comedy than 
in tragedy ; but each description of charac- 
ter is sustained with a vigour and truthful- 
ness which must be seen to be credited. 
In the other performances, Mr. John Web- 
ster, the popular and elegant light comedian 
appears to very great advantage. 
ADELPHI. 


Now that Mad. Celeste has taken her 
farewell for some months and Mr. Wright 
being obliged to be absent from illness, one 
would suppose there would be a derth of 
talent at this highly popular place of amuse- 
ment, they having been considered the two 
leading stars ‘in this hemisphere ; but no, 
we find others filling their places with an 
enormous amount of patronage ; we have 
G. Honey in the place of Wright, an im- 
mense favourite and clever rising comedian, 
the astonishing Yankee, Silsbee, an actor 
with an uncommon amount of memory and 
drollery, then there is the immortal Paul 
Bedford, second to none in his line, a mul- 
tiplicity of other old favourites both male 
and female, with capital new pieces so that 
there is no falling off in the audiences, for 
the theatres is crowded nightly by a well 
dressed company. ‘ 

SADLER’S WELLS. 

We are much pleased to find the manage- 
ment at this house turning his attention to 
the getting up of some of our sterling old 
comedies, and placing them on the stage 
with appropriate scenery, dresses, and other 
appointments. On Friday last we had the 
comedy of Secrets worth knowing, played in 
excellent style, Messrs. Marston, Hoskins, 
Ray, Robinson, Younge, and Barrett, to- 
gether with Mrs. Marston, Mrs. Graham 
and Barrett, all forming one phalanx, the 
houses have been bumpers and the comedy 
went off delightfully. Timon of Athens 
continues a most successful career, 


PUNCH’S PLAYHOUSE. 


The entertainments at this theatre are 
highly entertaining. The dramatic bubble, 
as it is termed, the Shot Tower, still con- 
tinues to amuse the audience. A Hopeless 
Passion is a drama which is both clever and 
interesting. But the farce by E. Sterling, 





tinues to attract overflowing audiences, and 


entitled a Figure of Fun; or, the Bloomers 
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Costume, is one of the best pieces of the 
kind which has been produced for a long 
time; it is acted very cleverly by Messrs. 
Hudspetch, Rogers, and Atwood—but 
the weight of the piece falls upon Miss Mar- 
shall, whose acting deserves the most un- 
qualified praise. It is equal to any thing 
Mrs. Keeley ever did in the low comedy 
chambermaid style; this young lady is be- 
coming a great public favourite, and is fast 
approaching to excellence. If this farce 
had been first produced at the Haymarket, 
all the town would have gone to see it; we 
hope they will at the Strand, we feel assured 
they will be amused. 


MARYLEBONE. 


The house has been well attended, and 
the entertainments provided, reflect great 
credit upon Mr. E. T. Smith, who caters 
well and ably for the gratification of his 
numerous patrons, A very fair opera 
company has been engaged, and gives great 
satisfaction ; and several popular afterpieces 
have been revived with considerable effect. 
Miss Fanny Williams is nightly encored in 
her pretty ditties, and Mr. George Wild 
as usual, excites shouts of laughter by his 
grotesque and amusing comicalities. 

STANDARD. 

This elegant theatre continues to be 
nightly crowed to excess, and the new 
spectacle is received each evening with 
thunders of applause. The mechanical 
effects are really of a surprising description, 
and improve upon repetition. Chi Cho Ali, 
or the Charmed Pirate and the Magic 
Bracelet is likely, judging from appearances, 
to have a very extended career of success. 
Matteo Falcone and Susan Hopley have 
been revived, and gave great satisfaction : 
the acting of Mrs. R. Honner, in the former 
piece, deserves the highest praise. Another 
great novelty is in preparation, in which 
Douglass, who is fast recovering from his 
late indisposition, is announced to appear. 

CITY. 


This theatre opened its doors for the 
winter season on Monday evening, when 
the house was thronged to overflowing. 
The. performances consisted of a drama 
entitled King Liberty, and a piece called 
The Carib Chief. In the former Mr. E. 
I’. Saville and the other well know favorites 


reception. 


here were warmly welcomed—while the 
fresh candidates for public favor in the city 
(Mr, James Johnstone, late of the Maryle- 
bone, &c. &c.) all met with a favourable 
The theatre has been redeco- 
rated throughout, and looks very light, 
tasteful and elegant. 


BRITANNIA SALOON. 


We could not suggest a drama more 
palatable to the habitues of this house than 
the Beggar’s Petition; and it affords us 
much pleasure in having to congratulate the 
management on its revival for the third 
time. The part of Farmer Brightwell is 
sustained alternately by Mr. C. F. Bird 
and Mr. Sawford; and the admirable con- 
ception of the character given by either of 
those gentlemen prompts us to avoid com- 
parison, and award our praise respectively 
to both. Jemmy Links has fallen to the 
hands of Mr. Chas. Price, who exhibits a 
fund of comic talent therein. The Edgar 
Grandly of Mr. Broughton, is a clever im- 
personation; the same remark may be 
applied to the Charles Brace of Mr. Mor- 
daunt. Mr. H. Cartes played Dick Darby 
in a creditable manner, albeit the part is 
not adequate to his abilities. Mrs. Atkin- 
son’s embodiment of the heroine is highly 
effective; nor is the representation of Jane 
Brightwell, by Mrs. B. Ware, less deserv- 
ing our commendation. In a word, the 
piece is most artistically rendered, and well * 
calculated to call forth both the sympathies 
and approbation of the spectator. 


THE CABINET THEATRE, KING’S CROSS. 


The gentlemen’s Amateur Society gave 
a performance here on Saturday last, the 
play was Bourcicault’s celebrated comedy 
of London Assurance. If we speak in 
general terms of the performance we may 
say with much truth the comedy was most 
respectably acted. 1f we particularize the 
various characters and the most prominent, 
we must begin with Mr. Lacy, as Sir H. 
Courtly, who left nothing wanting in the 
representation, but unfortunately his youth- 
ful appearance was a drawback which could 
not be avoided, this amateur was perfect in 
the text, a trait in his character well worthy 
of being noticed; Mr. P. Landon had a 
good notion of the part of Max Harkaway, 
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having no idea of what is termed by-play, 
with practice he no doubt will improve; 
Mr. Merton got through the character of 
Charles Courtney as well as we might 
expect, considering he has confined himself 
principally to giving readings only, but it 
must be confessed he is but a tame lover, 
however it is more to his credit than to 
over-act, on a second appearance he will no 
doubt muster more courage. There was 
no want of confidence in Mr. Murford, who 
assumed the part of Dazzle, this gentleman 
has plenty of dash about him and has the 
gift of rapidity of speech, but he runs one 
sentence into another without making the 
necessary points that the dialogue becomes 
one mass of words without the audience 
catching their meaning, in other respects he 
played the part as an old stager and was 
deservedly applauded. Meddle, an excel- 
lent comic part, was played by Mr. J. 
Howard with much comic humour, a little 
more decision in his ‘“‘ exits” would have 
added to the colouring of his acting, but 
for an amateur it was better than we see 
generally. Mr. Hayward is used to the 
stage and knows well how to make the most 
of nice little parts like that of Spanker, but 
he quite forgot, in the scene where he 
quarrels with his lady after dinner, to shew 
he had taken too much wine, he appeared 
quite sober and too earnest in this scene 
and thereupon lost its effect. Mr. Grant, 
in the part of Cool, should remember 
that in thesoliloquies, he is supposed to 
be talking to himself and not to the audi- 
ence in the pit, when he plays this part 
again we advise him to walk too and fro, 
and he will find it easier to himself and 
more pleasing to the audience ; and now 
for the ladies, although last not least, in our 
estimation of Miss Routledge, who we are 
always giving notices of, she bearing the 
bell, for there is seldom an amateur per- 
formance but she is called into action, and 
upon this occasion in particular we can 
compliment her with almost unqualified 
praise in the performance of Lady Gay 
Spanker, a few little alterations would have 
made it a perfect performance, as it was it 
was admirably well done; nor must we 
omit the part of Pert played by Mrs. 
Henderson who is good in every thing if 





told well and gained her applause. Miss 
Stanley is seen to most advantage in the 
pert chambermaid, the sentimental lady is 
not her forte. The farce of Boots at the 
Swan, concluded the evenings entertainment 
in which Mr. H. Milford was highly enter- 
taing in the character of Earwig, who is 
second to no amateur in such parts. We 
cannot conclude without noticing the res- 
pectability of the audience, who in the 
boxes and stalls were all in full dress, many 
of which we observed arrived in carriages, 
this is highly complimentary to the manage- 
ment who we understand is a most respec- 
table gentleman. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 
Notice.—Any information from the Provinces 
will be thankfully received and acknowledged. 
All letters addressed to the Editor, 113, Fleet 
Street. 

A PLAYGOER.—Timour the Tartur was first pro- 
duced at Covent Garden. Mr. Farley was 
the manager of all the spectacles of this de- 
scription at that period. 

A, 8.—Many thanks to our Scotch friend for his 
contributions, 

ZeTA is thanked. He will, we hope, excuse us 
—his request shall be strictly attended to. 


PROVINCIAL,—We feel proud by his communi- 
cation. 


R. Sutc.irFe.—The M.S, came too late for our 
last number, or it would have been inserted. 


J. H. B.—You are not too old, but you will 
find the business you follow more advant- 
ageous than the stage. Mr. Tyrrell’s book 
upon elocution is to be had at Lacey's, Well- 
ington-street. Mr. Geo. Bennett, at Sadler’s 
Wells, gives lessons for the stage. 


J. D. Petrit.—If you look over the back num- 
bers at Mr. Lacey’s, Wellington-st., Strand, 
you will find the Journals you want. 


HArTLEY.—We have received a letter signed 
by the above name, purporting as coming 
from the manager of Gough Street Institution. 
We have reason to think Mr. Hartley would 
never couch a letter in such vindictive terms 
against the amateurs who generally perform 
at this theatre, we have therefore declined 
giving it insertion. 

Eratum.—In a letter signed Bartlett, read 
imitated, for intimated, and spout, for shout. 


A Reapver.—Mr. H. Betty, is we believe, at 
Brighton, quite well. 


NELSoN.—We were very sorry we could” not 
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OFFICE, 113, FLEET STREET. 





WEDNESDAY, OCT. 1, 1851. 





THE PRINTERS’ ATHENEUM. 


A laudable effort is now being made by 
a large body of the printing trade to estab- 
lish for themselves an institution that shall 
embrace all the literary attractions of the 
west-end clubs, together with all their 
manifold comforts ; in short to make it a 
comfortable home and a happy resort for 
the working men of town. And for the 
purpose of inaugurating the Athenzum 
publicly, a meeting was held on Monday 
evening last, at Anderton’s Hotel, Charles 
Knight, esq. in the chair. Letters were 
read from the highest literary men of the 
day texpressing their warmest sympathy 
with ohe undertaking and promising their 
support. Mr. Charles Knight upon rising 
was most loudly cheered, and in an eloquent 
address opened the business of the meeting, 
by explaining the great want of such and 
institution as the one proposed, also the 
immense advantages that would accrue from 
the union of the various branches producing 
a book ; he materially assisted the effort of 
the committee. The meeting was also ad- 
dressed by Messrs. Packham, Hartwell, 
Lloyd, Taylor, Partridge and others con- 
nected with the printing trade, also by Mr. 
E. Edward, the hon. secretary, who, in a 
most emphatic speech explained fully the 
view the promoters had in starting the 
institution. We were pleased to see so 
large and respectable an assemblage of 
printers, and we think it speaks volumes for 
the success of the undertaking, we deserned 
among the number a great many apprentices, 
who seemed to watch with great anxiety the 
proceedings being instituted for their future 
mental advancement.. We trust the plan 
may be carried out successfully and stand 
for future ages to admire as a mark of the 
effects of that memorable year 1851; to 
further this object we shall ever be ready 
to lend a helping hand, and in a future 


objects of the Atheneum. In the mean 
time, we would advise all those parents, 
who have the future well-being of their 
children at heart, to immediately enroll their . 
names which will cost them but six-pence. 


GOUGH STREET. 
In noticing the dramatic performance at 
this institution on Wednesday last, for the 
benefit of Mr. Green, the stage manager, 
we have to express our agreeable surprise 
at the manner the play of Henry VIII was 
put upon the stage; for so small a stage, 
and so many characters required upon it, it 
reflects great credit upon those who had the 
management of the getting up of the play ; 
and, as for the whole of the dresses worn 
upon the occasion, they were really superb, 
and would have done credit to any of our 
national theatres. A Mr. W. King took 
the part of Henry VIII. This amateur 
was correct in his reading, and went through 
the character tolerably well ; but he has got 
into a drawling, singing delivery, which 
makes his readings tedious and unpleasant. 
The part of Wolsey was effectively rendered 
by Mr. Bruce, who has a nice quality of 
voice, we wish he had more of it. His 
farewell scene was very nicely acted, but in 
the former part of the play a greater amount 
of energy would have told better. Mr. C. 
Wilson never did anything better than the 
character of Buckingham upon this Occasion, 
he dressed the character very appropriately, 
and his acting, where he takes leave of his 
friends before the execution, was a faithful 
portrait of the dying man, who was uncon- 
cious of having committed an error—it was 
calm, placid, and full of pathos. Mr. Ward, 
as Cromwell, was too tame and inaudible. 
We do not remember him, he is new to us. 
Mr. Fisher, as the Lord Chamberlain, was 
very careless, and lacked dignity. He put 
us in mind of a Smithfield drover, with his 
wand flapping about the stage ; we know he 
can do better when he attends to the busi- 
ness of the stage. Mr. L’Oste, Mr. Seyton, 
Mr. Blanche, and Mr. R. Wilson, played 
the Lords in Waiting respectably. Miss 
Carr, as Queen Catherine, looked remark- 
ably well, and she acted with dignity. The 
trial scene was bold and energetic, full of 
woman’s wrongs—and her attitudes charac- 
teristic and commanding. The applause 








number we will explain more fully the 


she received was judiciously bestowed. Her 
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dying scene was too powerful, it ought to 
have been more subdued and feeble. Miss 
Herbert sung the verse, Angels ever bright 
and Fair very prettily. Two young gentle- 
men, pupils of Mr. C, Seyton, danced a 
nautical hornpipe very capitally, and was 
encored. Colman’s comedy of the Heir at 
Law, concluded the entertainments. Mr. 
Blanche, as Lord Duberly, was good, but 
not great. Dick Dowlas, by Mr. R. 
Fletcher, from what we saw of him, ap- 
peared to understand the part allotted to 
him, and acted with a knowledge of the 
stage. Mr. C. Seyton, as Dr. Pangloss, 
deserves to be singled out upon this occasion. 
We have witnessed many a regular actor 
play this part very inferior to him; he was 
both perfect and understood the character 
he represented, and his figure was well 
suited to represent the village doctor. Ze- 
kiel Homespun is also deservedly to be 
mentioned—he, Mr. F. Harcourt, looked 
the rustic capitally, and acted judiciously 
throughout—but he gave the West country 
dialect instead of the North—this is excus- 
able. Miss E. Percy cannot personate old 
ladies, and we are glad of it, time may come 
when she can, this will be soon enough. 
Miss Carr was rather too knowing for a 
simple country girl, but ladies cannot be 
clever in every character. We could not 
stay the comedy out, the theatre was so 
hot. We went home a stone lighter from 
perspiration. 


PROVINCIAL. 

MANCHESTER.—THEATRE Royat.—On Mon- 
day evening, Sep. 22nd, Mr. Easby took a 
benefit, when an attractive bill of fare was 
issued. Mr, Henry Russell opening the per- 
formance with his entertainment, entitled the 
Far West, followed by the comedy of The Won- 
der, in which Mr. and Mrs, Chas. Dillon, and 
Mr, and Mr, J. Wood appeared, and were 
highly successful. The evening’s entertainment 
concluding with Mr, Chas. Dillon’s inimitable 
personation of Belphegor. 


Queen’s.— Wednesday being ‘for the benefit 
of Mr, John Saunders, we had the pleasure of 
witnessing the performance of Miss Charlotte 
Saundet’s, formerly of our Theatre Royal, 
Much as we dislike to see ladies play male cha- 
racters, we could not help being much pleased 
with this lady’s Hamlet, which character she 
plays well indeed—it was beyond our expecta- 
tion. The performances* concluded with the 
Cricket on the Hearth, in which Miss Saunders 





played Tilly Slowboy, to such perfection that 
the honse was completely convulsed. On Satur- 
day we had the pleasure of witnessing the new 
romantic play (from the German) entitled 
Parthenia, which has proved very successful. 
Ingomar, Mr. Chas. Dillon, Parthenia, Mrs. 
Chas. Dillon, both of whom played the parts 
admirably. Mr Preston is very good as ** Myron 
the Armourer.” 


Free Trape Hatt.—We had the pleasure 
on Friday eveniug of attending the first public 
performance of Mr. Wm. Glover’s new Oratorio 
Emmanuel, which was well attended, and on the 
whole very successful, The proceeds of which 
are to be appropriated for the benefit of the 
Sunday School Children, in Peel Park, on the 
occasion of Her Majesty’s visit. The choruses, 
and one or two of the airs, we think, most 
worthy of praise. One or two of the choruses 
would be none the worse for a little careful 
drilling, as the parts which should have been 
sung very piano, were much too loud, which 
caused the talented composer and conductor to 
“*hush”’ very audibly. He wasloudly applauded 
at the close of the performance. 


LiveRPooL.— THEATRE Royvat,—An old 
tried, anda valued, and trusty actor, Mr. Jas, 
Brown, takes a benefit here on the Ist of Oct., 
which, we trust, the the result will be an over- 
flowing of the treasury. The bill of fare is, 
The Serious Family, 40 § 50, &c. Some of the 
elite of the Manchester Theatrical School have 
volunteered, and, on the whole, will form a 
brilliant treat. 


Roya. AMPHITHEATRE.—On Friday evening 
Madame Celeste took a farewell benefit of her 
Liverpool friends prior to visiting her Yankee 
acquaintances in New York, where a most en- 
thusiastic reception awaits her, She was some 
years ago a perfect idol with the New Yorkers, 
at the Bowery Theatre, under the management 
of an English gentleman named Hamblin. She 
was a perfect ‘‘star’’ at this house, creating 
quite a furor of her impersonations in the Wept 
of the Wish, Arab Spy, &c. Her unfortunate 
marriage with Elliott, of Baltimore, was the 
cause of severing herself from Columbia’s land, 
The Green Bushes and The Queen’s Secret com- 
priesed the dainties for Friday evening last, 
which the hearty plaudits of a well-filled house 
gave approval of. On Saturday Mr. Creswick 
appeared for the last time in Payne’s Brutus ; 
or, the Fall of the Tarquin—he looked the cha- 
racter admirably, and done ample justice to it. 
Miss Aitkin, Mrs. Wallis, and Mr. Stoddart 
were also very good. Buckstone’s Christening 
followed, which produced a fund of amusement. 
Blue Jackets was the finis, which went off in 
capital style. 


Apvetpnt THEATRE.—Jack Shepherd was re- 
vived here on Friday evening. The notorious 
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Jack was given with effect by Miss Curryer, 
Messrs. Sinclair and Lennox were first-rate as 
Jonathan Wild and Blueskin ; Mr. Stoddart was 
too circumspect, Mr. Egerton, a most merito- 
rious gentleman, took a_ benefit on Monday 
evening, and was most happy and judicious in 
selecting for his caterers, viz.—the grand 
spectacle of Alhambra; or, the Fall of Granada, 
and Edward, the Black Prince. Two pieces 
abounding with historical events, pretty inci- 
dents, romantic events, and elegant scenery 
This gentleman is a veteran in the sock and 
buskin, and well deserves a bumper. 
PoLyTecunic.— The Stuart Family— tight 
rope dancers—comic entertainments, with Mr, 
Huline, as the man-monkey—and musical re- 
pasts, (in which the Stuart Family, Mrs. Mont- 
gomery, Mr. Huline, and the Lauri Family) 
constitute the week’s attractions at this house. 

Rovyat CotossrEumM.—Mr, Heath is making 
alterations on a most extensive scale, to render 
this “‘ armonius grove’’ the nonpareil of concert 
rooms, Mrs. Collinett, the pleasing ballad 
singer, and Messrs Collinette and Clement the 
southern minstrels, have just made their debut 
with success. The Misses Fife are still in good 
order. Mons. Lorette, the far-famed equilibrist 
is also here enacting miracles, The miscel- 
laneous concerts give great delight. 

ABnERDEEN.—Mr. W. G. Ross has now finished 
his engagement at Liffen’s Saloon. He gavea 
public and farewell concert last night in the 
Mechanics’ Institution. He had the assistance 
of Miss Jessie Ryder, of our theatre, and also 
that of his daughter, Miss Lillias Ross. Not- 
withstanding the inclemency of the weather, 
the hall was filled, and the performances de- 
lighted all present. 

WONDERS SOMETIMES DOCEASE —About ten 
days ago the quiet sober citizens of Bonaccord 
were nearly startled ont of their propriety by 
an announcement, of huge posters, that a lady, 
rejoicing under the foreign appellation of Mad. 
Lorenzo, and her faithful spouse, Signor, would 
astonish the natives for six evenings, with Mes- 
merism, illustrated with wonderful feats from 
Madame, who would, when under the mesmeric 
influence, answer any question which Signor 
should put to her—such as the time on any 
watch, the colour of any gentleman’s cravat, 
vest, coat, or hat, at the same time to be entirely 
blindfold, so that no doubt might remain of her 
wonderful powers? Well, Monday night ar- 
rived, and so did the audience and Madame and 
and Signor. The performance went on quietly, 
but some had grave doubts, as to the fact that 
they had been completely gulled. Tuesday 
eveningga disturbance took place, but it was 
reserved for Wednesday night for a scene which 
would have done honour to Donnybrook Fair. 
It was discovered that by a certain way that 





take the name, colour, or object, from Signor, 
and thus mystify the andience. The whole was 
discovered to be a regular pre-arranged hoax. 
They were obliged to return the money to the 
andience—they then vanished like morning 
dew. 

CHESTER.—Mr. Caple has been doing very 
well here. Miss Goddard, of Sadler’s Wells, 
has been starring with great success, 


GLAsGow.—CirQuE NATIONAL.—Mr. Pablo 
Fanque is doing wonders here, and his eques- 
trian corps may be fairly described as being 
unrivalled out of the great metropolis. The 
spectacles are truly brilliant, and are admirably 
arranged by Mr, W. D. Broadfoot—while the 
scenes in the circle literally excite shouts of 
approbation, 


NorwicH.—We are much pleased in being 
able to state that Mr. F. Phillips is now fast 
recovering from his severe accident: this gratify - 
ing result may be mainly attributed to the 
great skill and indefatigable care exhibited by 
the surgeon who has attended him. 

Bury.—The truly splendid new theatre is 
crowded nightly, and the season promises to be 
one of great success, The opening night was 
Monday, the 22nd ult. Mrs. Birch appears to 
cater admirably for her numerous patrons, and 
the company has been selected with great care 
and taste, 

DuBLIN.—PRIncE PATRICK’S—Mr. J. Camp- 
bell is doing extremely well here. A constant 
succession of novelty is provided, and the 
company extremely well selected, including Mr, 
Charles Freer, formerly so well known in London 


Cork —Great preparations are being made 
for the opening here: it is stated that Mr. W. 
V. Eaglesfield has retained a most excellent 
company, and obtained patronage of a dis- 
tinguished description. 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX. 


SuRREY ZooLoGIcAL GARDENS.—The even- 
ing entertainments at this favourite place of 
public resort will conclude with the present 
week. 


THE Hiprpoprome.—The present week will 
be the last but one of the grand equestrian per- 
formancs at this magnificent circus. Mr. Batty 
is resolved that the concluding performances 
shall far excel all that has hitherto been seen in 
this unrivalled exhibittons of equestrian skill. 


Mr, Sims REEvEs has entered into an engage- 
ment with Mr. Knowles, of Manchester, to 
perform some of his celebrated characters pre- 
vious to his departure for Paris. It is also 
probable that Mr. Reeves will appear at Drury 
Lane during the ensuing management of Mr. 
Bunn. 








Mr. Lorenzo put the question, Madame L, could 
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Mr. Avsert Smita is preparing a new en- 
tertainment, which he proposes giving in London 
and the provinces, After which he intends 
paying Brother Jonathan a visit, and we have 
little doubt but he will meet with success in the 
New World. 


Grist AND Mario.—Madame Grisi and M. 
Mario have arrived in Paris, en route to the Rus- 
sian capital; Tamburini is also on his way 
thither, and M. Alary will follow shortly after. 


Ave.put.—A topical farce upon the new re- 
formation in female dress, to be called Bloom- 
erism ; or, the Follies of a Day will be produced 
here on next Thursday. 


SuRREY.—Messrs, Barnett and Reach have a 
new piece in rehearsal, entitled The Vegetariuns. 
It will be produced forthwith. 


Mr, T. RipG@way is to be the new clown for 
the forthcoming pantomime at the Grecian 
Saloon, which is to be what is called a stunner. 


Mrs. Lovett’s Piay, Ingomar, is in rehearsal 
at Sadler’s Wells, and will speedily be pro- 
duced. 


A Scortisn Harvest Home.—The worthy 
Laird of Johnston, Kincardineshire, ( Gib- 
bon, Esq.), gave his annual “ harvest home ”’ 
the other evening, when hundreds of “honest 
men and bonnie lassies’’ were present to do 
honour and partake of the good things provided 
by the Laird. Amongst tbe happy party was 
one who had often been the “ observed of all 
observers,” but we presume he never performed 
in a barn before—need we name the Great 
Baillie Nicol Jarvie, Mr. Mackay, who had been 
for some weeks the guest of the Laird. He ap- 
peared to enjoy the “rustic scene” highly, and 
contributed to the happiness of the evening by 
singing a number of his humourous songs, in a 
style that brought down thundeis of applause. 


We very much regret to announce the death 
of Mr, Edward Edwards, the highly popular 
melo-dramatic actor of the Victoria, City, and 
other theatres, A benefit for his widow will 
shortly take place at the Standard Theatre, 
which Mr. John Douglass, with his usual 
generosity has offered for that purpose, 


Me. Cnas, Pitr.—This talented tragedian, 
who has just returned from a successful tour in 
America, has been performing in Edinburgh, 
where his Shakesperian impersonations are 
warmly appreciated. Mr. Pitt has accepted a 
fortnight’s engagement in Glasgow, Manchester, 
Liverpool, Sheffield, and Nottingham. The re- 
port of his having agreed with Mr. Chas. Kean 
for his ce at the Princess’s, seems to 
be without foundation ; but, we hear, it is pro- 
bable he will sustain principle characters at the 
forthcoming season at Drury Lane, of this, 
however we cannot vouch for. 








Mr, Wesster has secured the services of 
Miss Louisa Pyne and his operatic company 
until July next. We hear the Haymarket will 
only be closed for three weeks or a month, 
from the 14th of October. 

M. JULLIEN is now rusticating at Southend, 
previous to his forthcoming campaign at Old 


Drury, for which preparations are being made ¢*s 


on even a grander scales than that which has 
distinguished his past successful seasons. 


MapaAmE CELesTe and Mr. Bensamw Wep- 
STER played at Birmingham on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, and Thursday and Friday at Liver- 
pool, in The Queen’s Secret and Flying Colours, 


Mrs, Barrow, (late Miss Julia Bennett) 
concluded a veay successful engagement at the 
Buffalo Theatre, America, on the 16th. She 
performed Letitia Hardy, in The Belle’s Strata- 
gem, and Maria Darlington in A Roland for an 
Oliver. The house was crowded in all parts, 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 








MADAME TUSSAUD and SONS present 
their grateful thanks for the patronage their 
exhibition is receiving from visitors of all 
nations, who honour them by concurring with 
the opinion of the Times, ‘That this is one of 
the best exhibitions in the metropolis.’’ Hall of 
Kings and Picture Gallery, !s.; Napoleon Room 
and Chamber of Horrors, 6d.—Open from ten 
in the morning till half-past ten at night.— 
BAZAAR, Baker-street, Portman-square. 





CASINO DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOL- 
BORN, OPEN EVERY EVENING, During 
the recess this favourite place of public resort 
has been gorgeously re-decorated throughout, 
The ball room, by far the largest and best 
ventilated in London, accommodates 3,000 
persons. The band, composed of the best 
artistes, and which gave such universal satisfac- 
tion last season, has been re-engaged, with 
additions, under the direction of Mr. W. M. 
Packer, The ball room will be under the super- 
intendence of Messrs. Giovannelli and Wood. 
The smoking divan and balconies, newly deco- 
rated and arranged, command a complete view 
of the ball room. Admission 1s. 





SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Three Months ........0000+ e000 One Shilling. 
Six MOMths  .reccerccesesee essere see Two Shillings. 
Twelve MOnths......000 sees seeeee Four Shillings. 


Published every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o’clock for 
the Proprietor, by S. Y. Collins, 113, Fleet-street, to be had 
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